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1 CLIMATE CHANGE AND DELTAS OF THE WORLD  

Half of the world©s population of 6.5 billion people lives in densely populated delta areas. 
These areas, where rivers flow into seas and oceans, are among the most dynamic but also 
among the most fragile areas. In many cases they have the fastest economic growth and 
contain the largest cities. These areas are regularly transformed to add space for working, 
living and recreation to meet the ever-increasing needs of these populations.  
 
Recent events in New Orleans demonstrated the effects of natural disasters in a delta. 
Countries like Bangladesh and China have similar problems almost every year. Rising sea 
levels and increasing river flows have also led policy makers, engineers and other experts in 
the Netherlands to rethink their flood protection strategies. They are now seeking other 
innovative and sustainable adaptation solutions to these threats.  
 

2 DELTACOMPETITION 2008 

Innovative and sustainable adaptation solutions require multidimensional approaches using 
technology, professional skills and people who are aware of their responsibilities to society 
as a whole. Finding such solutions is at the core of Royal Haskoning’s work. We therefore 
want to contribute to finding new and innovative solutions to climate change and support the 
future of delta areas and contribute to their sustainable development.  
 
Royal Haskoning invites groups or individuals to enter the DeltaCompetition 2008 to develop 
innovative and sustainable adaptation solutions to the threats and issues fashioned by 
climate change, and in particular for those densely populated areas of our world including 
deltas. For example issues such as rising sea levels, coastal erosion, the increasing risk of 
floods and the pressures on available space resulting from the needs of water, nature, 
infrastructure, housing, commercial and industrial buildings could be topics addressed in 
submission papers. In particular we are looking for new, inspiring and daring ideas and 
original solutions to these issues and problems where a blend of input from different 
disciplines providing exciting results that contribute to the sustainable development of 
delta areas.  
 

3 SCHEDULE 

The following schedule will apply to the registration of candidates, submissions of 
papers, validation, appraisal of papers, notification and awards ceremony/conference: 
 

Invitations and publicity to commence  November 2007 / January 2008 
Registration opens  1 January 2008 
Registration closes  1 April 2008 
Submission period  1 April to 1 August 2008 
Validation of papers  1 September 2008 
Candidates informed of appraisal results 1 October 2008 
Invitations sent to winning submissions 1 October 2008 
Award Ceremony and Climate Change 
Conference 

November 2008 
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4 RULES 

4.1 Registration 

The following conditions apply: 
o All competitors must be students (Bachelors, Masters or PhD). 
o All competitors are required to identify an academic referee to support their 

registration.  
o Competitors for the team competition can consist of two or more university 

students (Bachelors, Masters or PhD). Multi-disciplinary teams are encouraged. 
o Competitors for the individual competition are only allowed to participate by 

themselves. 
o Competitors register by filling out an on-line entry form on 

www.deltacompetition.com.  
o Competitors must register no later than 1 April 2008. 
o Registrations after 1 April 2008 will not be accepted. 
o The organizing committee will check the information in the entry form with the 

referee’s to confirm eligibility for the competition. 
o After the entry forms have been checked, the names of registered competitors 

will be published on the website www.deltacompetiton.com 
 

4.2 Submission of papers 

o Papers must be submitted via or website or by e-mail to 
papers@deltacompetition.royalhaskoning.com before 1 August 2008. A paper 
must consist of at least 5000 and no more than 6000 words. This excludes 
graphs, maps, tables, photographs and other illustrations. However, these 
illustrations may not exceed five pages. Competitors must write the paper in Arial 
11, with line spacing set on 1.1. 

o Upon submission of the competition paper, the competitor(s) must be 
registered as student. The submission date of your paper is the reference 
point where your eligibility (i.e. as a student) is required.  

o Papers must have a sound scientific basis and discuss their subject matter in 
depth. Essays will not be accepted.  

o Statements in the paper have to be underpinned by literature, research, 
calculations and the like. Competitors must refer to and list sources by using 
footnotes, literature references, appendices with calculations, etc. 

o The approach has to be consistent with Royal Haskoning’s activities. An 
approach based on a multi-disciplinary perspective has inherently greater 
chances of success.  

o Papers must be in English. 
o Upon submission participants will be required to approve the possible editing of 

their papers for publication in a book. 
 

4.3 Jury 

Papers will be appraised by an independent panel of technical experts from a wide range of 
fields including (but not limited to): engineering, environmental science, geography, 
hydrology, geomorphology, meteorology and climate studies. Jury Members will be sourced 
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from UK and The Netherlands. The purpose of the Jury is to critically evaluate and select 
winning papers. 
 

4.4 Criteria for the appraisal 

Papers will be appraised by the jury, who will pay particular attention to: 
o Sound scientific fact and reasoning (in depth);  
o Original / innovative elements in the view or idea; and, 
o Presentation / communication of the view or idea. 

 
4.5 Appraisal 

o The review of papers will occur from 1 August 2008. 
o Papers will initially be validated (checked for compliance against the conditions). 

Papers that do not meet the conditions in this document conditions will be 
excluded. 

o Teams or individuals who are involved will be notified of their exclusion if 
conditions are not met. 

o The jury will appraise the papers in August and September 2008 in accordance 
with the criteria for appraisal.  

o In the event of a large number of papers, Royal Haskoning experts will prepare a 
shortlist of 30 papers.  

o The jury will rank each of the papers.  
o Royal Haskoning and the competitors will accept this outcome without any 

dispute.  
o The best papers in the individual or team categories will each receive a prize in 

and an opportunity for an short internship.  
o The results will be published on the website www.deltacompetition.com and all 

competitors will be notified by e-mail. 
o There will be no correspondence about the outcome of the appraisal by the jury. 

 
4.6 Publication and presentation 

o The best papers as identified by the jury, including the best five papers from the 
individual category and team category, will be published on the website 
www.deltacompetition.com as well as in a book to be published by Royal 
Haskoning. 

o The authors of the winning papers (first prizes) will be invited to present their 
work at the awards ceremony at the Royal Haskoning Conference in November 
2008.  

o The individual winner and a maximum of three members of the winning team will 
be invited to attend the Conference at Royal Haskoning’s expense. The winning 
individual and team will be presented with their prize during this conference. The 
same applies for the individual winner. 

o Competitors and members of the jury and organizing committee are prohibited 
from giving information in any form about the results of the competition to 
anybody outside of the competition before the Conference has taken place. 
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4.7 Copyright 

o The authors whose papers are included in the book (and website) that will be 
published by Royal Haskoning, will retain their intellectual rights and copyright. 

o If and when the winning ideas are being promoted or presented, post- 
competition, both Royal Haskoning and the winners (team and individual) are 
obliged to refer to the DeltaCompetition 2008 and each other in their 
presentations. 

o The authors whose papers are published waive their rights as authors for this 
one and only occasion. 

 
4.8 Prizes 

o The first prize for the team competition is � 10.000,- . 
o The first prize for the individual competition is � 5.000,-.  
o Award winners have the opportunity of working for two weeks on a relevant 

Royal Haskoning project at our Rotterdam or London office. 
o A maximum of three team members will be invited to the Royal Haskoning 

Conference in November 2008. The prize is intended to be used for further 
development of the solution presented in the paper, in close cooperation with 
Royal Haskoning. This can take various forms such as a study trip, model 
building , writing a book, further study at a university etc. 

o The best papers will be published in a book that will published in the spring of 
2009. The number of papers may be smaller if the quality of the papers is below 
standard, as evaluated by the jury. Each of the authors concerned will receive a 
number of copies of the book. 

 
4.9 Jury’ report 

o The jury’ report will be available after the Climate Change Conference. This 
report will contain information about the criteria used, their weightings, the 
procedure followed and the results. 

 
4.10 Disagreement 

The results of the jury are binding on everybody involved in this competition. There will 
be no discussion about the results. 
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5 CONTACT 

All information about the DeltaCompetition 2008 can be found at www.deltacompetition.com 
 
Registering for the DeltaCompetition 2008 can be done by filling in the registration form on  
www.deltacompetition.com 
 
Papers are to be submitted by e-mail to papers@deltacompetition.royalhaskoning.com or via 
our website. 
 
Royal Haskoning is organizing this “DeltaCompetition 2008”, under the coordination of 
Mr.Stefan Nijwening, Water and Coastal Zone Policy Advisor at Royal Haskoning. Royal 
Haskoning can be contacted under the following address: 

 
Royal Haskoning 
DeltaCompetititon 
PO Box 151 
6500 AD Nijmegen 
The Netherlands 
 
E-mail: info@deltacompetition.royalhaskoning.com 

 


